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Thoat.ro of tho Tuileries. and which emphasised tho portent of tho Convontion with gloom, .showed his long hair and straight figure conspicuous in tho centre of tho rings of hearers. So, his head haloed, his mouth and lower face in darkness, ho pitched his clear voice fo that level of reason and pleading which ho had detorminod to bo necessary for tho occasion; ho abandoned gesture, and in his first words struck tho tono of argument and debate. Had the whole of his defence boon heard as wo can road it now, balanced, careful, appealing to all that tho Convontion most valued and ready for every suggestion, his cause would certainly have won. For that dor.umont has nothing in it which tho Republic did not desire. Kvon to-day there appears in it just tho remedy for tho block into which things had jostled. Ho would havo oonHoli-dated tho great Connnittoo (whoso divisions woro tho primo soureo of tho whole evil) by making at. least six signatures necessary to every act. Six would leave him and his friend and Coiithon still powerless if tho Committoo woro against tbem. lie would havo restrained the Terror, especially in the provinces. And tho gist of all this labour, tho wisest as it was the* most ineffectual of his life, lay in a resolution by which tho Convolution should establish chocks upon the arbitrary power of tho executive.
I say, if thin speech had hmm road fully, In tho tono and with tho spirit ho brought to it, hin cause would bavo been gained. Ho had not completed the first phraso, declaring his opposition to wry faction, when tho cry was hoard which began tho fall of Uobi-spienu
Tallien, from a little knot, near thu door, called out to him, " Tear down tho veil I "
This man and his associates woro neither Boouro nor ablo. It will bo Koun how, as the afternoon pronnnhid, they nearly blundered into failure, an they hud all but blundorod into it the day before. Tho mad i, glazed roof, which alone gave light to the
